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The eastern ranges, which continue into the mountainous
country of Daghestan, are somewhat lower. The climate is
very dry, and consequently the snowfall is lighter, the glaciers
are smaller, and mountain slopes are bare and treeless.
Outstanding features of the highlands of Daghestan are
the separate limestone tableland blocks and the black clayey
shale formations, eroded into fantastic shapes. Between the
mountains the numerous land-locked depressions and narrow,
canyon-like valleys have exerted a -very great influence upon
the human geography, which in many respects is comparable
with that of the North-west Frontier of India. In the past
the peoples of Daghestan were isolated not only from the
world outside but also from one another. Almost each valley
or depression contains a separate national group. There are
thirty-one such groups altogether, each possessing from one
to five thousand people. Many of them had not seen a
. wheeled vehicle until recently.
To-day the broader Caucasian valley lands, such as those
of the Sulak and Terek rivers, yield rich crops of cotton,
kenaf, kendyr, and soya bean, as well as supporting orchards
and vineyards. A considerable proportion of the sown area
is irrigated. Herds of cattle, pastured on the steppe plains
during winter, are taken up to graze on the mountain meadows
during the summer. Sheep-rearing for wool-production is an
important occupation.
New industries have been established. The machinery and
engineering works of Makhach-Kala are of national impor-
tance. In the Derbent district natural gases and quartzite
sands are utilized by the glass industry, and glass is manu-
factured more cheaply than anywhere else in the U.S.S.R.
At Izerbash oil-wells have been sunk in a newly discovered
oil-bearing region.
The powerful rivers are being harnessed to provide electric
power, The river Sulak, fed by four tributaries from mountain
glaciers, has a fall of 1980 feet. One hydro-electric power
station is already in'operation at Gergebilsk, and another,
which will be larger than the famous Dnieper power station,
has been planned.